
FROM PASTOR DAVE..…. 11th.   And please don’t think that these events are just 
for older people --- we ALL need to recognize that we 
are mortal beings, and that accidents and illness can 
strike any of us at any age.   Both events will be held 
at 10am and at 6pm – and both events are FREE (but 
that doesn’t mean that they will NOT be worth your 
time)!     
 
MAP Update 
Our meeting has been postponed to Tuesday, August 
30th at 7pm.   On that night we will be meeting with our 
“navigator”, Pastor Mike Pancoast, to finalize plans for 
hosting a number of “Listening Sessions” this fall.   We 
want to hear from you – we want to hear what you 
think God is up to, and where you see God leading St. 
John’s in the future.   We want to hear your ideas, your 
dreams, and what excites you about being part of this 
St. John’s Community!   We want to know if our 
current mission statement “to experience, live and 
share the love of Jesus Christ” is serving us well – 
providing us the needed direction as we move forward 
into God’s future – or whether we need to “tweak” it!!! 
 
In order to make these “Listening Sessions” happen, 
we will need individuals who will be willing to be 
trained as facilitators.   As a facilitator you will 
schedule a “Listening Session” – in the place of your 
own choosing (e.g. here at church, at Spilled Grain, at 
your home, etc.) and then you will lead a conversation 
with those who attend your group.   Please consider 
whether you are willing to “facilitate” a listening group 
or groups.  And if you are, please contact the church 
office.  We would like to have those facilitator names 
gathered by the 30th so that, as soon as possible after 
the 30th, we could schedule some trainings so that we 
can begin our Listening Sessions in September! 
 
Churchwide Assembly 
Our Triennial ELCA Churchwide Assembly will be held 
in New Orleans beginning August 8th.  Please keep all 
the voting members who will be traveling to and from 
New Orleans in your prayers – and pray that the Holy 
Spirit will guide and direct the work of the Assembly!  
According to Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton: “The 
ELCA Churchwide Assembly, the primary decision-
making body of the church, is a process of communal 
spiritual discernment. Finding ourselves in Christ, the 
fourteenth Churchwide Assembly will be a time for us 
to be the living body of Christ guided by the Spirit and 
conformed to God’s will. We will meet at the Ernest N. 
Morial Convention Center in New Orleans, Louisiana, 
August 8-13, 2016 to discuss and make decisions 
about how to go about God’s work as a church.  

August 2016 

Good News! 
The Good 

News!  

is also 

available at  
www.stjohns-

annandale.org. 

Financial Update 
Thank you for your continued and faithful support of this 
ministry called St. John’s over these summer months.   
Thank you to those who have signed up for Simply 
Giving, or who have made use of our online giving 
options.   Because of your faithful giving, we are able to 
continue to be a positive and life-giving presence within 
our community and the world!  You gifts DO make a 
difference! 
 
Here are a couple testimonies of those who make use of 
our electronic giving options: 
 
“Simply giving is just that; simple!  I chose it when it first 
became available.  To me it seemed the logical way to 
go since all my other payments were automatic 
deductions.  With Simply Giving I know that if I am 
unable to be in church, my pledge commitment will 
continue to be fulfilled.   I do not need to write a check 
and it is deducted from my account as I have designated.  
I feel good knowing that my pledge is current.  I would 
recommend Simply Giving.”   - Gladys Johnson 
 
“It is a nice option to have [ONLINE GIVING]… everyone 
gets busy including us and we admit we would forget to 
write out a check from time to time to put in the offering, 
and we would just think to ourselves “well we will get it 
next time”.   We love the option of it directly getting taken 
out of our account and we don’t have to worry about it.  
We have used it with the IPad and desktop… it is pretty 
simple and we have also called Bonnie in the office, as 
well with questions and she has been very helpful.   We 
have used it for donations, preschool, and other 
payments… we love it!   It gives us a peace of mind and 
we don’t have to worry about forgetting!   Thanks for 
giving us that option”  - Stephanie and Todd Nilson. 
 
A Couple of Upcoming Worthwhile Events Regarding 
Issues We’d Rather Avoid 
This month we will be hosting a couple of very 
worthwhile events – but they pertain to issues that most 
of us would rather avoid – funeral and estate planning.  
Yet, having served now as a pastor for 34 years, I can 
tell you that I have personally witnessed the blessing it is 
to family members when individuals have not avoided 
these issues, but rather, have put into place a will, health 
directives, power of attorney, and have expressed their 
wishes regarding funeral planning!   So, if you have not 
already done so, or if it has been a long time since you 
put your will together, I would greatly encourage you to 
participate in these upcoming events on August 4 and 

continued on page 2 
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This year the assembly will observe the 500th anniversary of the Reformation under the theme “Freed and Renewed in 
Christ” and the accompanying tagline “500 years of God’s Grace in Action.” The 500th anniversary of the Reformation is 
an opportunity to rejoice in the life-giving, liberating power of the gospel…. 
When the ELCA Churchwide Assembly convenes, its voting members meet with confidence in God’s grace around word 
and water, wine and bread, to carry on their work on behalf the entire church. Over the course of the assembly, voting 
members: 

• Hear reports and review the work of churchwide officers, leaders and units; 

• Receive and consider proposals from synod assemblies; 

• Elect officers, board members and other leaders as specified by the constitution or bylaws; 

• Establish ELCA churchwide policy; 

• Worship together; 

• Adopt a budget; and 
Conduct other business related to the ELCA churchwide organization. 
Let me also highlight one of the important responsibilities of the assembly – the election of the Vice President as well as 
persons to the Church Council and to churchwide boards and committees….” 
For more information on this year’s Assembly and to watch the live stream, please visit www.elca.org. 
Projection Screens 
Oftentimes generosity begets generosity.  Last month I shared with you about the generous gift that Joe Bayer gave in 
memory of Judy; two new laser projectors for our sanctuary.  I think you would agree, the new projectors are a drastic 
and wonderful improvement over our old projectors.  But once installed, Clayton and Shirley Diskerud wondered if our 
new projectors would be even better with better projection screens.   And guess what, according to AVE, they could be!  
And so Clayton and Shirley Diskerud have given a generous gift to cover the cost of new projection screens.   We hope 
to have the new screens installed by Rally Sunday.   We are so grateful to the Diskerud’s for this generous gift! 
Endowment Fund 
A couple of months ago, I mentioned that Diane and I updated our will, and we have named the St. John’s Endowment 
Fund as a beneficiary.   It would be so good to know of any others who have done the same.   I don’t need to know any 
details, but if you have named St. John’s Endowment Fund as a beneficiary, would you be willing to share that with me?    
Summer Is Quickly Passing 
It’s hard to believe that we are already to August – how quickly these summer months pass!   But we still have August – 
and I hope that you will make the best of it!   Enjoy, renew, relax, appreciate, notice, celebrate, unwind, explore, make 
time! 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Dave 

cont’d from pg. 1 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE  Our SUMMER 
WORSHIP SCHEDULE: 8:30am and 10:00am will 
continue THROUGH September 11th!   We will re-
turn to the Fall Schedule on Sunday, September 
18th- Please share the word!    

SPECIAL MUSIC  Musician Tim Brinkman will be back 
at St. John’s and sharing some musical selections at 
both of our worship services on Sunday, August 28th.   
He will have CD’s of his music for purchase, and we 
will receive a freewill offering at the door that Sunday 
to support his ministry.  Invite your friends! 

“GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS” – DAY OF SERVICE SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER 11, 2016  Mark Your Calendars! 
This is a day the ELCA has dedicated  for congregations across the country to do service work alongside neighbors 

in their communities. 2013 was the first year, and it has become an annual event.   
This year St. John’s will focus our day of serving at True Friends/Camp Courage. Our format will be different than in 
past years: we will begin with a short worship service at 9:00am at the Camp for all volunteers.  Following that, vol-
unteers will join their teams for their area of service—expecting to work from approximately 9:30-12:00. (Regular 
worship services will be held at church for those who choose to not participate in the event.) The Camp has many 
projects and needs that we can work on for our Day of Service for people of all ages and abilities.  Projects include: 
outside building staining, lake shore clean-up, trail work, horse therapy area clean-up, and other things to be deter-
mined.  Inside activities will include card making and cookie packaging and distribution. Depending on sign-up, we 
can send teams to Camp Friendship and Pioneer Park for projects, as well.  Our goal is to have as many members 
and families participate as possible!  More information, details, and sign-up sheets will be provided as we get closer 
to the event. If you are painting, cleaning, or clearing brush, you will want to be sure to wear old clothes, closed toe 
shoes, and bring your own gloves.  
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From Pastor Tom’s Desk...  
 
 Dear Friends, 
 
When it comes to God’s creation, I am easily impressed.  There is wonder and cause for celebration at every 
turn.  I am especially impressed when I pause and consider the amazing creation of humankind.  This is a 
self-perpetuating robot-like creature that can learn to survive in most any situation.  When I think of what hu-
mankind has done, it boggles the imagination.  I just think that God must celebrate the play of a beautiful 
symphony or the construction of an iPhone…the assembly of millions of pieces to do some rather amazing 
things.  There is plenty for God to celebrate as his creatures display humanity in all of its goodness and 
grace as he intended. 
 
There are also some things that we do that must weigh heavy on our loving Father’s heart.  How is it possi-
ble, I cannot imagine how, that a person can randomly kill others…a small child or another adult innocent.  It 
seems that our loving Father has had plenty occasion to grieve these past days and weeks.  
 
The church around the world has a serious challenge to sow seeds of love, tolerance, and kindness.  As par-
ents, we cannot take this for granted.  What have we done to widen the horizons of our children?  Our chil-
dren grow and move out into the world.  We need to deliberately prepare them to engage and love those 
they encounter in their daily work and play.   Plan to deliberately expose your children to other cultures, na-
tionalities, races, and religions.  Discuss the issues that leap from our televisions screens.  Sow seeds of un-
derstanding, kindness, and love.  Let your family be cause for celebration in our loving Father’s heart.   

Yours in Christ, 
 
Pr. Tom 
INDNJC 

“A SUCCESSFAL SEPTUA CELEBRATION”  Thank 
you to all who prepared, served, and attended the  
Septuafest Celebration on July 21st.  The program 
included yodeling by Joy Berg, and Pastor Dan Bow-
man’s insights regarding the Lefse Catechism - “The 
Bible’s Message Seen Through Lefse for all God’s 
Children”. Papa Tom Westman generously catered 
the delicious meal.  All 68 who attended enjoyed the 
company of our honored guests who are wonderful at 
any age and any season!  Many thanks to all those 
who helped make Septua a success: Cliff Franzen, 
Lonnie Baack and Glenn Rozenberg for all their help 
in the kitchen; the Septua serving committee: Cheri 
Walberg; Pat Baack; Sue, Alyssa & Calli Hadler; and 
Jillian Kulm; Decorators: Jill & Alex Wrobbel; 
Heather, Halle, Izzy & Blake Jensen; Char, Josie & 
Jack Jerpseth; as well as WELCA, the Endowment 
Committee and Thrivent Financial for their generous 
financial contributions.   
  Thanks much! -- Sandy Jerpseth & Jennifer Kulm 

UPCOMING SUNDAY WORSHIP READINGS  For the summer we have moved back to the Common Lection-
ary. We will return to the Narrative Lectionary come September: 
August 7 – Genesis 15:1-6; Psalm 33:12-22; Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16; Luke 12:32-40 
August 14 – Jeremiah  23:23-29; Psalm 82; Hebrews 11:29-12:2; Luke 12:49-56 
August 21 – Isaiah 58:9b-14; Psalm 103:1-8; Hebrews 12:18-29; Luke 13:10-17 
August 28 – Proverbs 25:6-7; Psalm 112; Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16; Luke 14:1, 7-14 

ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE NEWS  We are 
grateful for each and every gift given to our St. 
John’s Endowment Fund.   Please know that any 
gift given to the Endowment, large or small, is a gift 
that will keep on giving!   Such gifts allow us to 
support worthwhile ministries within and beyond 
our congregation!   We hope that you will consider 
including the St. John’s Endowment in your Estate 
Planning.   
 
“Dear St. John’s Endowment Committee: 
On behalf of the Septua committee, we want to 
thank you for your generous donation to allow us to 
host this great event for the older and wiser ladies 
of St. John’s! 
Thank you, 
Jennifer Kulm, Sandy Jerpseth & the Septuafest 
Committee” 
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GRIEF GROUP-ALL ARE WELCOME  If you are griev-
ing the loss of a loved one, you are invited to come to 
our grief support group, which is facilitated by Linda 
Hall, Bereavement Coordinator of Heartland Hospice. 
The next meeting will be held on August 11th at 
3:00pm in the Library. If you have any questions, 
please contact the church office. 

MANY THANKS   

• To all who helped with the Firecracker 5K Run/Walk, especially Shannon Diers for all her leadership – to 
all who participated – approximately $1400 was raised for our Youth ministries; 
• To all who helped with this year’s Taco Booth, all who donated pop/water, all who served, all who pur-
chased Tacos – especially to Jenny Aleckson for her leadership and coordination of this annual event.   This 
year the Taco Booth raised almost $8,000 for our Youth ministries; 
• To all who helped plan, organized and serve this year’s Septuafest – especially the co-chairs: Sandy 
Jerpseth & Jennifer Kulm. 
• To all who have been making donations of items for our Vacation Bible School, for all those who have 
stepped forward to serve as teachers, helpers, etc. 
• To all who “hosted” Father Mbiche when he was here in Annandale from Matamba, Tanzania; and for all 
who provided financial support of this ministry. 
• To all who helped served the Funeral Luncheon for Ella Johnson. 
• To Karen Navratil (and for any and all who are assisting her) in tending our flower beds in front of the 
church – they look great! 
• To all our Lawn Mowing teams for keeping our lawns looking great! 
• To Krista Grossinger for discovering our baptismal font overflowing, and for Lonnie Baack and Ray Lun-

deen for coming to help Pastor Dave “shop vac” the water; and to Tom Johnson for providing us with 
much needed fans! 

CONGRATULATIONS  We want to congratulate Brittney Manthie, daughter of Bill Berry and Janelle Nilson; 
Teagan Hood Beckman, daughter of Keith Beckman and Laura Hood Beckman for being crowned Annandale 
princesses; and to Gabby Lindquist, daughter of Dan and Shannon Lindquist for being crowned Fairhaven 
Ambassador!   Blessings as you represent these two communities – may your year be filled with wonderful 
and memorable events! 

THE WELCA GARDEN SALAD & HOTDISH  

LUNCHEON 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 24TH 

Luncheon will be held on Wednesday, August 24th from 
11a-1p at St. John’s.  Sign-up sheets for salads/
hotdishes will be in the gathering area in August. 

 Proceeds are distributed to charity. 
           Tickets will be sold at the door:  Adults - $8.00, Children - $3.00 (under 10) 

          Please bring a friend or neighbor and join us for lunch!    (Take out available) 

“WILLS AND PLANNED GIVING” WORKSHOPS  
Our St. John’s Endowment Committee is sponsor-
ing a “Wills and Planned Giving Workshop on Au-
gust 11th at either 10am or 6pm.   Sheldon or Matt 
Brown, both local attorneys, will be present to 
speak about the importance of a Will, Power of At-
torney, and Health Directives; and Amy Bigot, who 
works in our synod with Planned Giving, will be pre-
sent to outline the various opportunities that are 
available to us when it comes to planned giving – 
enabling us both to care for our families but also to 
support ministries and concerns that are near and 
dear to our hearts.   These workshops are free, and 
will be held in the CYF Building (which is air-
conditioned).   We do ask that you sign-up ahead of 
time so that we can make necessary preparations.   
You can sign-up at our Welcome Desk – or by con-
tacting the church office.   These workshops are 
open to the public – so share the word.   

DINGMANN FUNERAL CARE WORKSHOPS  will be 
held on Thursday, August 4th, 2016 at 10am and 
6pm in the CYF building at St. John’s. Everyone who  
attends will receive a FREE Funeral & Cremation 
Planning Folder and free planning assistance, along 
with light refreshments.  Featuring Local Experts: 
Pr. Dave Nelson - Biblical Beliefs on Life’s Final  
Passage, Pat Zalusky - Medical Assistance, Brian 
Dingmann - Funeral & Cremation Options, and Mike 
Messina - Advance Funeral Planning. Please call 
Dingmann Funeral Care at (320)274-8811 to reserve 
your place. 



Page 5 

TEC WEEKENDS  Youth interested in attending a Teens Encounter Christ weekend, or serving on a TEC 
Team, are encouraged to check out the Metro TEC website at: www.mmltec.org or talk to Jenny Aleckson or 
Pastor Dave. 

VBS CAVE QUEST- 
FOLLOWING JESUS, THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD   

at St. John’s runs from Sunday,  
July 31st - Thursday, August 4th  

from 600-8:30pm 
**VBS Meal served Mon-Thur 5:30-6pm** 

SAVE THE DATE!  on Saturday, September 17, 
2016 St. John’s will host the Crow River Conference 
Gathering.  Registration starts at 8am, 8:30 brunch, 
and then program featuring:  Kevin Doely, Musical 
Ventriloquist.  Kevin is a pastor, author and musician 
who serves as associate pastor at Faith Lutheran 
Church in Coon Rapids. He features vintage routines 
from the Edgar Bergen/Charlie McCarthy/Mortimer 
Snerd era along with special guests Johnny Cash & 
Elvis! The theme is “Chosen to Bear Fruit!” from John 
15. Come and be inspired and join in the laughs! 

“I Give Electronically” cards are now available at the Usher Cart - please place in the offering plate. 

PRECIOUS GIFTS PRESCHOOL  The preschool still has some openings for fall of 2016!  Check out the 
website for information about the school including registration forms. Your child’s experience will be top 
notch learning and a lot of fun! Our curriculum is child centered, theme based, and prepares them well for 
their elementary career success! All members of St John’s receive a 20% discount on tuition. Transportation 
is available by volunteers who attend a child transportation class and complete a background check.  
Sept. 1st:  Preschool Open House and Orientation at 6:30pm; 
                    preschoolers are welcome to attend  
Sept. 7th:  Preschool begins - 8:30am - 12noon.   
  **Mark your calendars:  Spaghetti Dinner is scheduled for October 23rd after 
the second worship service. Invite your friends and neighbors to join us for a 
delicious meal, and watch for more information to come. 
 Click here for more information: http://www.stjohns-annandale.org/preciousgifts 

FIRECRACKER 5K RESULTS!  
This year the Firecracker 5K had 
84 registered participants, 27 
fabulous volunteers, and profited 
over $1000.00. What a fantastic 
job! - Thank you to Shannon  
Diers who coordinated the event 
and all the volunteers who helped. 

TACO BOOTH RESULTS 
  We had a great turnout for the St. John’s 
Taco Booth at Annandale’s 4th of July 
celebration. Thank you to all our adult and 
youth volunteers for your work with setup, 
teardown, and serving tacos! And thank 
you to all who brought pop and water do-
nations. Total raised for youth ministries 
was over $7500.00! 

BACKPACK & SCHOOL  

SUPPLY DRIVE  We will once 
again be collecting school sup-
plies and backpacks for the An-
nandale Elementary and Middle 
Schools.  Supply lists are availa-
ble in the gathering area; please 
place items in the marked bins for 
each school building (AES & 
AMS) by Sunday, August 21st.  If 

you are available to deliver supplies to the schools 
on Monday, Aug. 22nd please contact the office. 
Thank you for your support and continued donations! 

BACKPACK/LUNCHBOX BLESSING  Will be Sun-
day, August 21st - please bring your backpack or 
lunchbox forward for a blessing during the worship 
service, and please bring any additional school sup-
plies up front. 

Teacher Assistant Position Available  Precious 
Gifts Preschool is hiring a teacher assistant to begin  
August 22nd.  Hours are M, W & F, 8am-12:30pm, 
plus fundraisers and meetings from Sept. through 
May.   
Job details and applications are available on the 
website and in the church office. 

THANK YOU  to all who delivered Meals on Wheels in July - they are so appreciated!    
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Do you winter down south?  Remember to let the office 
know your winter address and return date—we can ei-

ther mail you the monthly newsletter or e-mail it to you.   

EMAIL If you would like to receive the newsletter and/or 
weekly bulletin and announcements as an e-mail just let 
the office know at ldietrich-blocker@stjohns-
annandale.org.  It works great and is very cost-effective!     
CHANGING ADDRESS:  MOVING AWAY?? 
    For every piece of returned mail or updated address 
we are charged a .57 fee from the post office. In addition, 
for those who will be moving and are leaving the area 
permanently,  please notify the office at 274-8827.  Thank you.   

IN NEED OF PRAYER? 
People at St. John’s are ready to pray for and with you --
- in times of joy, and in times of need.  To activate this 
prayer ministry please contact the church office.   Only 
the information you choose to share will be passed on to 
the Prayer Ministry participants.   But please understand 
that if you are calling on behalf of another person, in 
order to respect the right of privacy, and for the sake of 
confidentiality, you must have that individual’s 
permission before we can activate the prayer ministry 
and pray for them by name.   
Also, please know that our prayer ministry is ALWAYS 
open to additional participants.  If you would like to be 
included in either the Prayer Chain (where you would 
receive a telephone contact) or the email prayer group – 
please contact the church office.    

PASTORAL VISITS 
Please call the church office and let us know if you desire 
a pastoral visit – especially if you are going to be 
hospitalized.  If it is an emergency feel free to call Pastor 
Dave at home.   

 

COMING UP… 
• D-Way Guide Training 

and Parents’ Orientation 
– September 7th 

• God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday –  
                                              September 11th  
• First Session of D-Way – September 14th  
• Rally Sunday – September 18th (Return to Fall 

Worship Schedule) 
• New Member Gathering – September 18th 
• New Member Sunday – September 25th 
• MN Teen Challenge Choir at St. John’s –  
                                                  October 2nd  

MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISERS:  ALUMINUM CANS/
POINTS: There is a collection area for bagged aluminum 
cans (no used aluminum foil please) in the outdoor gar-
bage area.  We also collect COBORNS/CASH WISE 
points throughout the year—there is a collection bucket 
located outside of the office. 

VIA DE CRISTO 
Adults interested in a weekend experience that is sure to 
bring a new added depth to your faith are encouraged to 
consider attend one of the upcoming Via de Cristo week-
ends. For upcoming weekend dates and places, and addi-
tional information concerning Via de Cristo weekends, 
please check out the website at www.mnviadecristo.org or 
talk with Ardis Nelson or Pastor Dave.  

FIRST FRIDAY COMMUNION SERVICE AT ANNANDALE 

CARE CENTER   Our monthly service of Holy Communion 
will be August 5th at 1:30 pm. While this worship service 
is intended for all St. John’s members who are residents 
at the Care Center and Centennial Villa apartments, it is 
open to ALL (both residents and family and friends).  
Pastor Tom to lead Sunday worship at the Care Center 
on Sunday, August 14th.   

  Monthly Income Monthly Expense General Fund Balance  

General Fund
(1) 

June  
2016  $35,532.18 $38,476.73 $4,116.86  

      

 
2015 

Monthly 
Average $33,801.72 $34,810.34 

  

Building Fund 
(2) 

  Monthly Mortgage Building Balance  

  $8,511.31 $9,587.00 $6,113.74  

Precious Gifts 
Preschool    

 PG Expense PG Balance  

(3)  $251.71 $1,640.37 $4,527.57  

Notes: 

For June, 2016 the General Fund had $2,944.55 more in income than expenses. (DEFICIT)   
Congregation approved budgeted expenditures for 2016 total approximately $453,000. To fund this 
budget, we need an average monthly income of $37,750 (about $8,725 per Sunday). The June deficit 
approximated our monthly income shortfall. 

 

2. We still maintain a positive balance; our next mortgage payment in June will be 
$9,587.00. 

3. Precious Gifts Preschool balance is still positive.  

 

Remember our mission at St. John’s is supported by your talents and generous gifts.  
THANK YOU!  
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Council members contact your Missions – What are you currently working on. Is there anything else you would like to share with 

the board. Please let your mission know to send minutes of each mee�ng to Bonnie as soon as possible a er the mee�ng. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting    Date: 7-18-2016     Start:  7:00 p.m.  End:  8:40 p.m  

Present:  Pastor Dave Nelson, Denny Abernathy, Peggy Bodell, Penny Hogberg, Nancy Berg, Matt Honsey, Bill Berry, 
Dave Hadler, Matt Treichler, Ed Mader, Kris Nelson, Shelly Mikel, Steve Miller    Absent: Celeste Froehlich, Nancy Berg  

TOPIC DISCUSSON ACTION 

Faith Talk : Penny Hogberg N/A 
Scripture 
and Prayer: 

Pastor Dave N/A 

Approval of 
Agenda 

Motion to approve the July Agenda M/S/P 
Exec/Kris 

Secretary’s 
Report 

Motion to approve June Council Minutes M/S/P 
Exec/Denny 

Treasurer’s 
Report 

Motion to approve Treasurers report for June Penny/Matt 

Executive 
Committee 
Actions: 

None N/A 

Pastor 
Dave’s  
Report 

Projection Screens:  Clayton and Shirley Diskerud have provided funds to purchase 
new projection screens.  This will provide a very noticeable difference and will be a 
big improvement over our existing screens. We appreciate this generous gift. 
Upcoming Events:   All are encouraged to attend the events on “Faith Based Funer-
al Planning” scheduled for August 4th and “Wills, Power of Attorney, Health Direc-
tives, and ways to leave a legacy” offered on August 11th. 
Father Mbiche Visit:  Father Mbiche will be with us on Sunday July 24th to bring 
greetings from our partners in Tanzania. 
4th of July Fundraisers:  The taco booth brought in almost $8,000 and the Firecrack-
er 5K made about $1,500 in profits. 
Computers:  Pastor Dave explored the possibility of updating the church computers 
from Windows 7 to Windows 10.  After consultation with some computer experts it 
was decided that we will wait to update when we replace the old equipment as Win-
dows 7 is meeting our current needs. 
 

N/A 
  
  
N/A 
  
  
N/A 
  
N/A 
  
N/A 
  
N/A 

Unfinished 
Business: 

MAP:  The next MAP meeting will be held on Tuesday, August 30th at 7 p.m.  We 
will be provided additional clarification around the training that will be provided to the 
facilitators of the talking sessions.  We are looking for members who might be willing 
to serve as a facilitator/host. 
White House:  The plan continues to be what was previously decided upon earlier 
this year.  The wall, sewer, and water will be repaired. Ed Mader has some bids for 
the work and after some discussion will be seeking out additional bids for potentially 
different sized piping and motor.  The council is looking for a final decision to be 
made at the August council meeting with repairs to be completed by October. 

N/A 
  
  
N/A 

New  
Business 

Mt. Hermon/Crow River Conversations:  Pastor Marianne from Mt. Hermon was 
contacted and informed that St. John’s would like to accept the offer of engaging in 
conversations around how we as congregations might share our gifts and support 
each other.  Linda Pedersen from the synod might possibly be involved in the pro-
cess.  We will want members of the council and congregation to be a part of these 
discussions as well. 
Eagle Scout Project:  The property committee gave approval for Blake Lewison to 
build a fire pit on the church property in a designated area south of the playground.  
This will potentially be the first of 2 projects, the second to include a possible wood 
storage unit and bench by next year by Jay Lewison. Blake provided pictures of the 
project and will be sharing his plans and providing some additional information 
about this project at an upcoming Sunday worship service. 

N/A 

Ministry  
Updates 

The altar guild would like to encourage additional members of the congregation to 
participate in serving, setting up, and cleaning up after communion.  They could use 
more hands! 

N/A 

Council Re-
minders 

Faith Talk in August: Ed 
Offering Duties:  Need everyone to do their share and sign up for this electronically 

  
N/A 

Adjournment Motion to adjourn made at 8:40 p.m. Kris/ Dave H. 



August Greeters/ Wel-
come Center Readers Acolytes 

Coffee/Treats 

Servers 

Audio/Video 

Techs 

August 7 

8:30 

Dave & Mary 

Holmgren 
Mary Iverson Elliot Peterson 

Olivia Otto 
Julie Wolfsteller 

Verna Dahnke 

A:  Jim Hallstrom 

V:  Steve Niklaus 

 August 7 

10:00 

Bruce & Robin Ja-
cobson 

Peggy Bodell     Eva McClelland 

        Nels Burd 
Tim & Karen Wolff 

Family 
A: 
V:  Michelle Wang 

August 14 

8:30 

Herschuel & La-
Donna Howell 

Sharon Her-
manson 

Gavin Polston 

Connor Wall 
Joyce Dahl 

Vicki Derosier 
A:  Jim Hallstrom 

V:  Jim Peterson 

August 14 

10:00 

Bill Berry & 
Janelle Nilson 

Family 

DJ Welteroth Elizabeth O’Brien 

Jack Howard 
Don & Karla Wold 

Family 
A:  Shelly Mikel 
V:  Luke Mikel 

August 21 

8:30 

Earling & Charlene 
Jerpseth 

Loretta Peterson Max Schimelpfenig 

  

Dan & Nancy Berg A:  Mike Miller 
V:  Steve Niklaus 

August 21 

10:00 

Matt & Tina Hon-
sey Family 

  Elizabeth Hoeft Dean & Jill Wrobbel 
Family 

A:  Diane Nelson 

V:  Michelle Wang 

August 28 

8:30 

Bryan & Jennifer 
Kulm Family 

  Caleb Treichler 
Lauren Campbell 

Mark & Holly Bertel-
sen 

A:  Jim Framstad 

V:  Phyllis Framstad 

August 28 

10:00 

Dave & Penny 
Hogberg 

  Alyssa Hadler 
Calli Hadler 

Keith & Julie Aeikens A: 
V:  Ethan Nilson 

Ushers 
8:30 Service 

 

Dolores & Warren Hogberg 
Sam & Denny Harmoning 

 

10:00 Service 
Scott, Lori & Sam Fleischacker 

Sally Mozingo 
Drew & Donna Jacobson 

 

 

Altar Guild 
 

Phyllis Looft 
Ruth Mohwinkel 

 

WELCA Circles: 

Sarah Circle:  Monday, August 1st  at 7:00pm 

Hostess: 

Bible Study Leader: 

Rachel Circle:  Wednesday, August 10th at 

                                                                 9:30am 

Hostess: 

Bible Study Leader: 

Mary Circle:  Wednesday, August 3rd - 1:30pm 

 Hostess:    Frieda Gunderson 

Bible Study Leader:   Lajla Hood 

Ruth Circle:  Monday, August 8th at 2pm 

 Hostess: 

 



Coming up… D-Way Guide Training and Parents’ Orientation – September 7th; God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday –  
September 11th; First Session of D-Way – September 14th; Rally Sunday – September 18th (Return to Fall Worship 
Schedule); New Member Gathering – September 18th; New Member Sunday – September 25th; MN Teen Challenge 
Choir at St. John’s – October 2nd  

  1 

VBS Meal 
Served 

5:30-6:00 

VBS 6-8:30pm 

Boy Scouts 
6:00pm 

Sarah Circle 
7:00pm 

2 

Men's Bible Study 

8:00am 

Women's Bible Study 

10:00am 

VBS Meal Served 

5:30-6:00 

VBS 6-8:30pm 

  

3 

Staff Meeting 
10:30am 

 Mary Circle 

1:30pm 

VBS Meal Served 

5:30-6:00 

VBS 6-8:30pm 

AA Meeting-Ed. 
Bldg. 

7:30pm 

4 

AIC-off premises 

Dingmann's Presen-
tation 10am – Ed. 

Bldg. 
VBS Meal Served 

5:30-6:00 

Dingmann's 
Presentation 

6pm - Ed Bldg. 
VBS 6-8:30pm 

VBS Cleanup 8:30pm 

5 

Communion 
Service at 
Annandale 

Care Center 
1:30pm 

6 

7 

Traditional Wor-
ship w/

Communion 

8:30am Con-
temporary 
Worship w/
Communion 

10:00am 

Cub Scouts- Ed. 
Bldg. 

3:00pm 

8 

ELCA 
Churchwide 
Assembly in 
New Orleans 

Begins 
Hands for 

Hope9:30am 

Ruth Circle 
2:00pm 

 Boy Scouts 
6:00pm 

 Boy Scouts-
Venture – Li-
brary 8:00pm 

9 

Men's Bible Study 
8:00am 

Women's Bible Study 
10:00am 

Ministry of Worship & 
Music 6:30pm 

Ministry of Support 
&Stewardship 

6:30pm 

Executive Committee 

Mtg. 7:30pm 

10 

Rachel Circle 
9:30am 

Staff Meeting 
10:30am 

AA Meeting-Ed. 
Bldg. 

7:30pm 

11 

Annandale Christian 

Women's Club 

9:30am 

Endowment Presen-
tation 10am - Ed. 
Bldg. or Library 

Grief Group-Linda 
Hall 3:00pm 

Endowment 
Presentation 6pm 
- Ed. Bldg. or Li-

brary 

  

12 13 

Carlson Fam-
ily 

Reunion 
10:30am 

14 Traditional Wor-
ship w/Communion 

8:30am Con-
temporary 
Worship w/
Communion 

10:00am 

Care Center Wor-
ship Svc 1:30p 

15 Boy Scouts 
6:00pm 

Ministry of Out-
reach 

6:30pm 

Church Council 
7:00pm 

Boy Scouts-
Venture - Lib 

8:00pm 

16 

Men's Bible Study 

8:00am 

Women's Bible Study 

10:00am 

Ministry of CYF 
Meeting 7:00pm 

17 

Staff Meeting 
10:30am 

AA Meeting-Ed. 
Bldg. 

7:30pm 

18 

Annandale Christian 
Women Exec Board 
Mtg. 9:30am News-

letter Deadline 

10:00am 

19 20 

21 

Backpack Blessing 

Traditional Worship 

8:30am Con-
temporary Wor-
ship 10:00am 

22 

Hands for Hope 

9:30am 

23 

Men's Bible Study 

8:00am 

Women's Bible Study 

10:00am 

Salad Luncheon 
Setup after Bible 

Studies 

11:30am 

24 

Staff Meeting 
10:30am 

Garden Salad/
Hotdish 

Luncheon 11a-1p 

AA Meeting-Ed. 
Bldg. 7:30pm 

25 

Writing Memories 

Group 1:00pm 

26 27 

28 

Tim Brinkman 

both worship svcs 

Traditional Worship 
w/Communion 

8:30am 

Contemporary 
Worship w/
Communion 

10:00am 

29 

Annandale 
Schools-1st 

Day 

30 

Men's Bible Study 

8:00am 

Women's Bible Study 

10:00am Proper-
ty Team Meeting 

5:00pm 

MAP Meeting 
7:00pm 

31 

Staff Meeting 
10:30am 

AA Meeting-Ed. 
Bldg. 

7:30pm 

      

August 2016 
 
          SUNDAY                MONDAY                 TUESDAY                WEDNESDAY              THURSDAY                FRIDAY         SATURDAY 







ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH ELCA 
331 W. Harrison St. 
Annandale, MN  55302 
Office Phone: 320-274-8827 
Office Fax: 320-274-7283 
 
Precious Gifts Preschool:                    
320-274-9722 
 
Email: ldietrich-blocker@stjohns-
annandale.org 
 

Web site: www.stjohns-annandale.org 
 
Office Hours: 
Monday—Friday, 8:00 am—4:00 pm 
 
 

Ministry Chairpersons: 
Children, Youth & Family 
Jenny Aleckson 
jaleckson@stjohns-
annandale.org 
 
Outreach: 
Marilyn Hallstrom 
Marilyn.hallstrom@ 
hallstromconsulting.com 
       
Worship and Music: 
                 
Support and Stewardship: 
  
 

ELCA Missionary 
Terry Jensen 
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St. John’s Staff 
 
Dave Nelson, Lead Pastor        
                     dnelson@stjohns-annandale.org  
Tom Heyd, Pastor            tjheyd@gmail.com 
Jenny Aleckson, CYF Director  
                   jaleckson@stjohns-annandale.org 
Bonnie Schmidt, Financial Administrator    
       bschmidt@stjohns-annandale.org   
Lisa Dietrich-Blocker, Administrative Asst. 
         ldietrich-blocker@stjohns-annandale.org      
Becky Unger, Worship Support Specialist     
          bunger@stjohns-annandale.org 
Orma Lou Jacobsma,  Organist  
Ardis Nelson, Contemporary Worship Leader 
            studionelson.ardis@gmail.com 
Samantha Duret, Custodian   

                      sduret@lakedalelink.net 
Robin Jacobson, Precious Gifts Director/                 
         Teacher           robin@jacobsonfarm.com 
Nichole Abernathy, Wedding Coordinator                                                               
           nichole.abernathy@yahoo.com                           
Mark Nelson, Chancel Choir Director    
                   music2Xnelson@gmail.com  

Sunday School Superintendents: 

  

Summer Schedule  
Sunday Worship:   

 
8:30 am Traditional  

10:00 am Contemporary 


